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It gives me great pleasure to extend my warmest 
congratulations to you on this special day.  

 The completion of  your studies is significant, and  
today we recognize the culmination of  your efforts and  
accomplishments. Your hard work, self-determination, and 
perseverance in achieving this milestone are to be  
commended.  

It is also important that we take a moment to recognize 
the family, friends, colleagues, partners, and employers who 
have supported you along the way. They have contributed 
greatly to your success. 

Penn State Harrisburg is committed to providing a rich  
educational experience through its excellent academic  
programs, outstanding faculty, and widespread opportunities 
inside and outside of  the classroom. You, as a graduate,  
are a measure of  our success as an institution. 

As you move beyond the campus, it is my hope that you 
remain connected to Penn State Harrisburg, and the entire 
Penn State community. You are now a member of   
a distinguished global alumni network, one dedicated to 
making an impact on the world. I urge you to become 
active with your alumni network and be proud of  your 
connection to Penn State, just as we are proud of  you. 

On behalf  of  the Penn State Harrisburg community, let 
me extend congratulations to all graduates and offer our  
sincere best wishes for your continued success. 

Dr. David M. Callejo Pérez 
Chancellor and Dean 
Penn State Harrisburg 

Dr. David M. Callejo Pérez 
Chancellor and Dean
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ACADEMIC DRESS: Academic festivals such as today’s  
commencement exercises have their roots in medieval  
Europe. Medieval institutions of  higher learning were  
customarily operated by monastic orders, and students, as 
well as their instructors, wore the habits of  monks. In 
1321, the University of  Coimbra (Portugal) required all 
bachelors, licentiates (masters), and doctors of  theology to 
wear monastic gowns—the first such injunction recorded. 
It is still the custom of  students and instructors in the 
ancient universities of  the British Isles to wear their gowns, 
not only to lectures, but also in their daily affairs in such 
cities as Oxford, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, and St. Andrews 
(Scotland).

Originally, the hood worn by both those holding master’s  
degrees and those with doctoral degrees was a head  
covering, the monk’s tippet. When caps came into fashion 
in the fifteenth century, the hoods were draped down and 
back and ornamented with rich silk or velvet linings and 
edgings. The cap was first conferred as a symbol of  the 
master’s degree and varies greatly in style from institution to 
institution. Some were stiff, some soft, some square, others 
round. All were decorated with a tuft at the center. The 
tassel used today on American “mortarboards” is an  
elaboration of  the tuft. The mortarboard style generally 
followed throughout the United States was borrowed from 
Oxford University, where the flat-topped cap is customarily 
worn by those holding the master of  arts degree.

The practice of  wearing academic dress dates in the 
United States from 1754, when King George I chartered 
King’s College (now Columbia University) and translated to 
the colonies academic regulations from the Universities of  
Oxford and Cambridge. Colonial colleges, however, rejected 
the scarlet robes of  the English institutions in favor of  
black, the somber shade preferred by Puritan clergy.

During most of  the nineteenth century, American  
colleges and universities had no standard style of  academic 
dress. Undergraduates wore gowns only rarely during  
commencement exercises. Many faculty wore the garb of  
the European institutions where they received their degrees, 
and many wore robes of  their own, often-eccentric design. 
Only a few faculty wore hoods and mortarboards. These 
were assumed to be articles of  ecclesiastical dress, more 
appropriate for bishops than professors.  

In 1895, a commission of  leading American educators, 
mostly from the Ivy League colleges, was established to 
devise a standard code of  academic dress. It decided, for 
instance, to adopt black as the standard color for  
academic robes. Undergraduates were required to wear a 
simple, unadorned, black robe with a mortarboard and black 
tassel. Candidates for the degree of  master of  arts were 
required to wear a simple robe, except that the sleeves were 
cut through so that the hands and lower arms could be 
seen. Holders of  the doctorate were to wear full robes with 
full sleeves. Panels of  velvet down the front and chevrons 
of  the same material on the sleeves gave them a more 
richly ornamented appearance.

The code of  1895 is still in effect, although it was  
modified slightly in 1935 and again in 1960. Many  
universities have, under the new rules, adopted colored robes 
in place of  the traditional black. Penn State, for example, 
now permits its degree holders to wear blue gowns.

The hoods of  those receiving graduate degrees vary 
in shape and size. The larger and more heavily decorated 

hood is worn by the holder of  the doctoral degree. The 
trimming around the edge of  the hood varies in color and 
designates the particular discipline of  the degree holder. The 
satin linings in the hoods are customarily drawn from the 
official colors of  the institution from which the degree was 
received. Penn State degrees are designated by the official 
blue and white satin linings.

THE MACE: An academic custom which originated in 
the sixteenth century is a part of  today’s commencement  
ceremonies. The academic procession is led by the Mace 
Bearer, carrying the official mace of  Penn State Harrisburg, 
followed by the Commencement Marshal.

Although not as ornate as the first mace presented by 
Queen Elizabeth I to Oxford University in 1589, this mace 
probably has greater meaning to the students and faculty at 
the college than that felt by a similar body at Oxford more 
than 400 years ago.

Two faculty members and a student of  the college 
designed and made the mace after it was realized that the 
University mace could not be made available for all  
occasions. Its design is similar to that of  maces used 
throughout history. It was made by retired faculty members 
David Kravitz and William K. Aungst.

First used in the June 1973 Harrisburg commencement, 
it is shaped from solid walnut and was fabricated in  
Harrisburg’s engineering laboratories. One end holds a solid 
cast aluminum flame which was designed by Rege Wynn 
Leach. Leach’s design was chosen from among others  
submitted in competition by students enrolled in a  
humanities course in art technology. The other end is 
shaped like a crown and is decorated with highly polished 
Nittany Lions, replicas of  the famed shrine located on  
the University Park campus. 

Originally an instrument for battle, the mace also has 
a fascinating history in academic ceremonies.

Shortly after the British victory over the Spanish Armada 
in 1588, Queen Elizabeth visited Oxford University. At a 
special convocation held in her honor, the students  
pretended to love the queen and, thinking she was  
unfamiliar with Latin, lavished flattery on her and praised 
her profusely in Latin. As a gesture of  her thanks, she 
stood and gave an eloquent speech in flawless Latin, at 
the conclusion of  which she presented Oxford with her 
personal royal mace.

The second record of  a mace being presented to a 
university was in 1629 when King Charles I presented his 
royal mace to Cambridge. It was customary thereafter in the 
British Isles and throughout Europe that the mace be used 
at all academic ceremonial occasions.

The mace came into use in the United States in the 
nineteenth century when academic ceremonies were  
becoming more elaborate and were being modeled on  
European customs.

It is carried in the procession with the device head up, 
which is symbolic of  the University. Once the ceremony is 
completed and credentials are bestowed upon graduates, the 
mace is carried with the flame up, symbolizing the  
recognition of  the knowledge they have acquired.

Prepared by the late James G. McAree, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., 
Professor of  Social Science and History

Program Notes
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Academic Colors
For all academic purposes, including  
trimmings of  doctors’ gowns, edging of  
hoods, and tassels of  caps, the colors 
associated with the different disciplines 
are as follows:

Program.......................................Hood Color

SCHOOL OF BEHAVIORAL  
SCIENCES AND EDUCATION

Adult Education........................... Light Blue
Applied Behavior Analysis................... Gold 
Applied Clinical Psychology................ Gold
Community Psychology 
and Social Change................................ Gold
Teaching and Curriculum......... Light Blue
Health Education........................ Light Blue
Lifelong Learning and 
Education....................................... Light Blue
Literacy Education............................... White

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Accounting...............................................Drab
Business Administration.......................Drab
Information Systems............................. Gold
Juris Doctor Information 
Systems..................................................Purple
Juris Doctor Business 
Administration......................................Purple

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES

Communications................................... White
American Studies................................. White
Humanities............................................. White

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Homeland Security................................ Gold
Criminal Justice...................................Purple
Public Administration..................... Peacock
Health Administration.......................... Sage

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE,  
ENGINEERING, AND TECHNOLOGY

Electrical Engineering......................Orange
Environmental Pollution Control........ Gold
Civil Engineering...............................Orange
Computer Science................................. Gold
Engineering Management..............Orange
Engineering Science........................Orange 
Environmental Engineering................. Gold
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2024 Fall Commencement
PRESIDING
 David M. Callejo Pérez, Ed.D.
 Chancellor and Dean

PROCESSIONAL
 Brassworks 
 Jason Clarke, Trumpet  Ron Louder*, Trombone 
 Lisa Cronin, French Horn  Andrew Charland, Tuba 
 Nathan Froehlich, Trumpet  Andrew Snyder, Percussion

WELCOME
 Chancellor and Dean Callejo Pérez

NATIONAL ANTHEM (Francis Scott Key)
 Christyan Seay*  

SALUTATION (D. Douglas Miller)
 Adam Gustafson, Ph.D., Associate Teaching Professor of  Music

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
 The Honorable Jennifer Homendy  
 Chair, National Transportation Safety Board
 
GREETINGS 
 Jennifer Chambers*, M.D., FACP, Chair, Penn State Harrisburg Board of  Advisers 
 

 Sheetal Patangay, Student Speaker

RECOGNITION OF MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT  
 Chancellor and Dean Callejo Pérez

PRESENTATION OF UNDERGRADUATE CANDIDATES
 Vahid Motevalli, Ph.D., P.E., Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

CONFERRING OF UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES
 Lynn Dietrich 
 Trustee, Board of  Trustees, The Pennsylvania State University 

 Todd Clark, Ph.D., Nomenclator

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE CANDIDATES
 Michael F. Verderame, Ph.D. 
 Senior Associate Dean, J. Jeffrey and Ann Marie Fox Graduate School 
 The Pennsylvania State University 
CONFERRING OF GRADUATE DEGREES
 Trustee Dietrich

 Todd Clark, Ph.D., Nomenclator

INDUCTION INTO ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  
 Jennifer Eckinger*, M.Ed., President, Penn State Harrisburg Alumni Society 

CLOSING REMARKS
 Chancellor and Dean Callejo Pérez

ALMA MATER (Fred Lewis Pattee)
 Christyan Seay

RECESSIONAL

*Alumna/us of  The Pennsylvania State University

Keynote Speaker
THE HONORABLE  

JENNIFER HOMENDY

Jennifer L. Homendy 
has served as the 
15th Chair of  the U.S. 
National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) 
since August 2021 and 
as the agency’s 44th 
Board Member since 
August 2018. In May 
2024, the U.S. Senate 
unanimously confirmed the President’s renomination 
of  Homendy to continue serving as Chair through 
2027 and as Board Member until 2029. She is the 
fourth woman to serve as NTSB Chair since the 
agency was created in 1967. A tireless advocate for 
safety, Chair Homendy has spent over two decades  
supporting the critical safety mission of  the NTSB, 
the independent federal agency that investigates 
crashes in all modes of  transportation, determines 
the probable causes, and issues recommendations to 
improve the safety of  transportation systems in the 
United States and around the world. From 2004 to 
2018, Chair Homendy served as the Staff  Director 
of  the Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and 
Hazardous Materials under the jurisdiction of  the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of  
the U.S. House of  Representatives. She previously 
held positions with the International Brotherhood 
of  Teamsters, the Transportation Trades  
Department of  the AFL-CIO, and the American 
Iron and Steel Institute. Chair Homendy completed 
her undergraduate studies at Penn State Harrisburg. 
She recently obtained her Master of  Transportation 
Safety Administration degree from the Institute 
for Global Road Safety and Security at Clemson 
University.
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The Pennsylvania State University
From agricultural college to world-class learning community, 

Penn State’s story is rooted in a mission of  teaching, research, 
and public service. The mission seemed simple in 1855, when 
the Commonwealth chartered the school at the request of  the 
Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society. The goal was to apply 
scientific principles to farming, a radical departure from  
traditional higher education, which emphasized mathematics,  
rhetoric, and classical languages.

Centre County was chosen as the site for the new college 
after Bellefonte agriculturalist and ironmaster James Irvin gave 
200 acres for a campus. Founding President Evan Pugh drew  
on the scientific education he received in Europe to plan a 
curriculum combining hands-on training with theoretical studies. 
Penn State assumed a broader mission in 1863, when it became 
the Commonwealth’s only land-grant institution. Congress  
created a system of  land-grant colleges and universities to foster 
education not only in agriculture, but in engineering and other 
academic disciplines that had practical value to a nation that  
was rapidly industrializing. Later, land-grant institutions were  
also required to disseminate knowledge for the public good – 
the foundation of  Penn State’s research and public service or 
outreach missions.

Penn State admitted its first female undergraduates in 1871, 
and graduated its first international student in 1890 and first  
African American student in 1905. By the 1930s, it was the 
Commonwealth’s largest conferrer of  baccalaureate degrees. 
During that same decade the University confronted the Great 
Depression by establishing the first of  a statewide system of  
campuses, offering a college education to students who were 
location-bound for economic reasons. Penn State now has 24 
campuses, including undergraduate locations and special-mission 
campuses such as Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey Medical 
Center and Penn State Dickinson Law.

Today, Penn State awards more associate, baccalaureate,  
and graduate degrees than any other institution in the  
Commonwealth. Its outreach and research programs rank  
among the nation’s top ten. Graduates of  the University join a 
family of  some 673,000 alumni. The Penn State Alumni  
Association – the largest dues-paying organization of  its kind – 
helps Penn Staters stay connected with each other and the  
University through a powerful network of  more than 300  
chapters and other affiliated groups in all 50 states and  
more than 40 foreign countries.

Board of Trustees
MEMBERS EX-OFFICIO
Neeli Bendapudi 
President, The Pennsylvania State University

Cynthia A. Dunn 
Secretary, Pennsylvania Department of   
Conservation and Natural Resources

Khalid N. Mumin 
Acting Secretary, Pennsylvania Department  
of  Education

Russell C. Redding* 
Secretary, Pennsylvania Department of  
Agriculture

Joshua D. Shapiro 
Governor, Commonwealth of  Pennsylvania

Evan A. Myers* 
Senior Vice President, Accuweather, Inc. and 
Governor’s Non-voting Representative

APPOINTED BY THE  
GOVERNOR
Suzan Collins* 
David M. Davis*
Daniel J. Delligatti* 
Kenneth Kane* 
David M. Kleppinger* 
Daniel A. Onorato* 

ELECTED BY THE ALUMNI
Edward “Ted” B. Brown III* 
Barry J. Fenchak* 
Christa A. Hasenkopf* 
Ali Krieger* 
Anthony P. Lubrano* 
Matthew J. McGloin*
Carl P. Nassib*
Joseph “Jay” V. Paterno* 
Brandon D. Short*      

ELECTED BY DELEGATES FROM  
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES
Randall “Randy” E. Black 
Donald W. Cairns*
Valerie L. Detwiler* 
Lynn A. Dietrich*
M. Abraham Harpster* 
Chris R. Hoffman

 

*Alumna/us of  The Pennsylvania  
State University

ELECTED BY BOARD  
REPRESENTING BUSINESS  
AND INDUSTRY 
Robert F. Beard*
Robert E. Fenza* 
Naren K. Gursahaney*  
Karen H. Quintos* 
Mary Lee Schneider* 
Richard S. Sokolov*

ELECTED BY BOARD-AT-LARGE
Tracy A. Riegel*  
Julie Anna Potts 
Matthew W. Schuyler*

STUDENT TRUSTEE
Kevin B. Schuyler 

ACADEMIC TRUSTEE
Nicholas J. Rowland

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT, 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Kelly M. Lynch*

EMERITI TRUSTEES
Kathleen L. Casey
Donald G. Cotner* 
Mark H. Dambly* 
Richard K. Dandrea* 
Barbara L. Doran* 
David C. Han*
J. Alex Hartzler* 
George T. Henning Jr.* 
Robert C. Jubelirer* 
Ira M. Lubert* 
Keith E. Masser* 
William F. Oldsey* 
Alice W. Pope*
Walter C. Rakowich*
Robert J. Tribeck*
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Penn State Harrisburg
Penn State Harrisburg is an undergraduate college and  

graduate school serving the south central Pennsylvania region, 
which includes the Commonwealth’s capital city, Harrisburg.

The diversity of  the student body creates a unique 
campus experience. A broader set of  social and professional 
interests is apparent on campus, with various age groups, career 
professionals, and traditional-aged students sharing thoughts, 
ideas, and experiences in classes, at seminars, and socially.

Students are encouraged to explore various academic 
offerings and to develop a capacity for independent judgment, 
cross-cultural understanding, and lifelong learning that will 
prepare them for responsible and productive citizenship in 
a global society.

Penn State Harrisburg offers more than 75 associate, 
baccalaureate, master’s, and doctoral programs, and the first 
two years of  study leading to more than 200 Penn State 
undergraduate majors.

Research and scholarly activity at Penn State Harrisburg is 
pursued by faculty and students in all five academic schools 
and numerous research centers and institutes. This work spans 
several broad areas of  strength and is deeply connected to the 
needs of  our region. Examples include public policy research in  
partnership with state and local governments, business  
administration and engineering research with area industry,  
and biomedical and behavioral health research with area  
healthcare providers, among many others.

Since its creation, the college has grown considerably in 
the size and diversity of  its student body and its breadth of  
academic offerings. To support this growth and to ensure the 
quality of  students’ educational experience, the college has  
undertaken numerous campus building initiatives. The newest  
is the Student Enrichment Center, which houses comprehensive 
services for students in a central location. In recent years, the 
college also has added state-of-the-art engineering and other 
laboratories, expanded athletic facilities, and student housing.

While contributing to the region through educational 
programs, research, and public service, the college looks to 
the community for support of  its mission. Key among the 
groups to whom the college turns for counsel and support are 
the Board of  Advisers, the advisory councils for the academic 
schools, and the Alumni Society Board of  Directors.

Board of Advisers
CHAIR
Jennifer Chambers*

VICE CHAIR
Matthew Tunnell*

SECRETARY
David M. Callejo Pérez

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR
H. William Weik Jr.*

MEMBERS
Alan Amici
Larry Asu*
Jay Badame*
Richard M. Barger*
Cate Barron*
Philip Brenckle 
Douglas Charney*
Emery Cook* 
James Dougherty*
Tom Giannantonio
Pete Gurt*
Dennis Hodgson* 
Troy Holloway
Gibran Jones*
Erik Keptner* 
John Lawn
Timothy Matas
Jeffrey Merritt*
Meredith Mills*
Farrah Mittel*
Steve Overly*
Louis Paioletti*
Jeannine Peterson*
Stephanie Reisinger*
Bradford M. Simpson* 
Rachel Smithers*
Susan Steadman*
Thomas Stoessel* 
Rosa C. Stroh*
Lori A. Suski*
James Talalai*
Lisa Torchia
Thomas Trite

E. Philip Wenger*
David P. Wirick
Richard Ziegler*

HONORARY MEMBERS
Richard E. Bentz*
James C. Byerly*
Kevin M. Harter*
Gerald K. Morrison*
Vincent J. Pinizzotto*
Christine Sears*
Kathleen A. Smarilli*
William M. Stout

EX-OFFICIO 
James Curry
John DiSanto
Gary L. Eichelberger* 
Chelton Hunter* 
Laura Kurtz*
Parul Luthra*
Dave Madsen
Michael H. W. Pries* 
Barry Schoch*
Alice Anne Schwab 
Ryan Unger
Jon G. Wilt

*Alumna/us of  The Pennsylvania  
State University
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Penn State Harrisburg Administration
PENN STATE HARRISBURG
David M. Callejo Pérez, Ed.D.
Chancellor and Dean

Vahid Motevalli, Ph.D., P.E.   
Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Sharareh Kermanshachi, Ph.D.
Associate Vice Chancellor and Associate  
Dean for Research

Anthony B. Buccitelli, Ph.D.
Interim Assistant Dean for Graduate Programs

 SCHOOL OF BEHAVIORAL 
 SCIENCES AND EDUCATION
Raffy Luquis, Ph.D.
Interim School Director

Baccalaureate Programs and Coordinators
Bachelor of  Elementary Education in 
Elementary Education 
Reuben Asempapa, Ph.D. 

Bachelor of  Science in Biobehavioral Health  
Weston Kensinger, Ph.D. (Interim)

Bachelor of  Science in Human Development 
and Family Studies 
A. Patricia Aguilera-Hermida, D.Ed.

Bachelor of  Science in Kinesiology 
Zachary Smith, Ph.D.

Bachelor of  Science in Nursing 
Lisa Albert, Ed.D. 

Bachelor of  Science in Psychology 
Cobi Michael, Ph.D. 

Bachelor of  Science in Sociology 
J. Scott Lewis, Ph.D.

Bachelor of  Social Science in Secondary 
Education Social Studies 
Michael J. Swogger, D.Ed.

Master’s Programs and  
Professors-in-Charge
Master of  Arts in Applied Behavior Analysis 
Jonathan W. Ivy, Ph.D.

Master of  Arts in Applied Clinical Psychology 
Stephanie Winkeljohn Black, Ph.D.

Master of  Education in Lifelong Learning and 
Adult Education 
Elizabeth J. Tisdell, Ed.D.

Master of  Education in Literacy Education 
Mary Napoli, Ph.D.

Master of  Education in Teaching and Curriculum 
Karin Sprow Forté, D.Ed.

Doctoral Program and Coordinator
Doctor of  Education in Lifelong Learning  
and Adult Education
Elizabeth J. Tisdell, Ed.D. 

 SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
 ADMINISTRATION
John Haddad, Ph.D.
Interim School Director 

Associate Degree Program and Coordinator
Associate in Science in Business Administration
Sabri Yilmaz, Ph.D.    

Baccalaureate Programs and Coordinators
Bachelor of  Science in Accounting 
Indrit Hoxha, Ph.D.   
Bachelor of  Science in Cybersecurity Analytics 
and Operations 
Andrew B. Morrow, M.B.A., M.S.I.S. 
Bachelor of  Science in Enterprise Technology 
Integration 
David Kitlan, Ph.D.
Bachelor of  Science in Finance  
Indrit Hoxha, Ph.D. 
Bachelor of  Science in Human Capital  
Management  
Raymond F. Gibney Jr., Ph.D. 
Bachelor of  Science in Human-Centered Design 
and Development  
David Kitlan, Ph.D.
Bachelor of  Science in Information Sciences  
and Technology 
David Kitlan, Ph.D.
Bachelor of  Science in Information Systems 
Dinesh Pai, Ph.D.
Bachelor of  Science in Management  
Raymond F. Gibney Jr., Ph.D.  
Bachelor of  Science in Marketing  
Raymond F. Gibney Jr., Ph.D.   
Bachelor of  Science in Project and  
Supply Chain Management 
Dinesh R. Pai, Ph.D.
Bachelor of  Science in Security and Risk Analysis 
Andrew B. Morrow, M.B.A., M.S.I.S. 

Master’s Programs and  
Professors-in-Charge
Master of  Business Administration 
Mohammad Ali, Ph.D.  
Master of  Professional Accounting  
Renee Flasher, Ph.D. 
Master of  Science in Information Systems 
Mohammad Ali, Ph.D.

Joint and Concurrent Degrees and  
Professors-in-Charge
Juris Doctor and Master of  Business Administration 
Mohammad Ali, Ph.D. 
Ph.D. in Biomedical Sciences/Master of  Business 
Administration 
Mohammad Ali, Ph.D. 
Ph.D. in Biomedical Sciences/Master of  Science  
in Information Systems 
Mohammad Ali, Ph.D. 
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 SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES
Jeffrey P. Beck, Ph.D. 
School Director

Associate Degree and Program Coordinator
Associate in Arts in Multidisciplinary Sciences
Adam Gustafson, Ph.D.  

Baccalaureate Programs and Coordinators
Bachelor of  Arts in American Studies  
Mary Zaborskis, Ph.D.

Bachelor of  Arts in Communications  
Stephanie L. Morrow, Ph.D.

Bachelor of  Arts in Humanities 
Adam Gustafson, Ph.D.

Bachelor of  Science in Communication Sciences 
and Disorders  
Paul Evitts, Ph.D. 

Bachelor of  Humanities in English  
Russell Kirkscey, Ph.D.

   

Master’s Programs and  
Professors-in-Charge
Master of  Arts in American Studies  
Mary Zaborskis, Ph.D.  

Master of  Arts in Communications  
Yonatan Tewelde, Ph.D. 

 

Doctoral Degree and  
Professor-in-Charge
Doctor of  Philosophy in American Studies
Mary Zaborskis, Ph.D.

 SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
L. Marvin Overby, Ph.D. 
School Director

Baccalaureate Degrees and Program 
Coordinators
Bachelor of  Arts in Political Science 
Juliette Tolay, Ph.D.  

Bachelor of  Science in Criminal Justice  
Eileen Ahlin, Ph.D.

Bachelor of  Science in Health Policy and  
Administration 
Elizabeth Jane Beckett-Camarata, Ph.D.

Bachelor of  Science in Public Policy 
Juliette Tolay, Ph.D.  

Master’s Programs and  
Professors-in-Charge
Master of  Arts in Criminal Justice  
Eileen Ahlin, Ph.D. 

Master of  Health Administration 
Elizabeth Jane Beckett-Camarata, Ph.D.

Master of  Professional Studies in  
Homeland Security 
Emma Leonard Boyle, Ph.D. 

Master of  Public Administration 
Daniel Mallinson, Ph.D.

Doctoral Degree and Professor-in-Charge
Doctor of  Philosophy in Public Administration 
Göktuğ Morçöl, Ph.D.

Joint and Concurrent Degrees and  
Professor-in-Charge
Juris Doctor and Master of  Public Administration 
Daniel Mallinson, Ph.D.  

 SCHOOL OF SCIENCE,  
 ENGINEERING, AND TECHNOLOGY
Shirley Clark, Ph.D., P.E.
Acting School Director 

AB Shafaye, M.S.   
Assistant Director

Baccalaureate Degrees and  
Program Chairs
Bachelor of  Science in Biology 
Sairam V. Rudrabhatla, Ph.D.

Bachelor of  Science in Civil Engineering  
Shirley Clark, Ph.D., P.E.  
Shashidhara Marikunte, Ph.D., P.E.  

Bachelor of  Science in Computer Science 
Jeremy Blum, Ph.D.

Bachelor of  Science in Electrical Engineering 
Sedig S. Agili, Ph.D.    

Bachelor of  Science in Electrical Engineering 
Technology 
Sedig S. Agili, Ph.D. 
AB Shafaye, M.S.    

Bachelor of  Science in Mathematical Sciences 
Jeremy Blum, Ph.D. 
Ronald Walker, Ph.D.

Bachelor of  Science in Mechanical Engineering 
Brian Maicke, Ph.D.  
Amit Banerjee, Ph.D.

Bachelor of  Science in Mechanical Engineering 
Technology 
Brian Maicke, Ph.D.  
Amit Banerjee, Ph.D.

Bachelor of  Science in Science 
Sairam V. Rudrabhatla, Ph.D. 

Bachelor of  Science in Structural Design and 
Construction Engineering Technology 
Shashidhara Marikunte, Ph.D., P.E. 

Master’s Programs and  
Professors-in-Charge
Master in Environmental Pollution Control 
Shirley Clark, Ph.D. P.E.

Master of  Engineering in Electrical Engineering 
Sedig S. Agili, Ph.D.

Master of  Engineering in Environmental  
Engineering 
Shirley Clark, Ph.D. P.E.

Master of  Professional Studies in Engineering 
Management 
Ma'Moun A. Abu-Ayyad, Ph.D.

Master of  Science in Civil Engineering 
Grady Mathews, Ph.D., P.E. 

Master of  Science in Computer Science 
Sukmoon Chang, Ph.D.

Master of  Science in Electrical Engineering 
Sedig S. Agili, Ph.D.

Master of  Science in Environmental  
Pollution Control 
Shirley Clark, Ph.D. P.E.

Master of  Science in Mechanical Engineering 
Brian Macke, Ph.D., P.E.

Doctoral Degree and Professor-in-Charge
Doctor of  Philosophy in Engineering Systems 
Vahid Motevalli, Ph.D., P.E.
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Graduation with Distinction
In American higher education, cum laude, magna cum laude, and summa cum laude honors are unique to undergraduate education. This unofficial list of  students 
graduating with distinction in Summer and Fall 2024 was produced on October 9, 2024 and may change as final grades are submitted for the semester. 

Distinction at graduation is awarded to baccalaureate degree candidates with at least 60 credits (30 credits for associate degree candidates) earned at Penn State, a minimum 
3.5 cumulative grade point average, and who are in the top 12 percent of  the graduating class of  the college that awards the candidate’s degree. The 12 percent is  
divided into two percent SUMMA CUM LAUDE (blue and white cord), four percent MAGNA CUM LAUDE (blue cord), and six percent CUM LAUDE (white cord).

Summa Cum Laude

Jeffery Madisen 
Accounting

Willow A. Marsh 
Marketing

Erin Merced 
Health Policy and Administration

Matthew A. Wood 
Civil Engineering

Cum Laude

Taylor M. Barcus 
Marketing

Carolee K. Burchell 
Accounting

Leonard M. Burchell 
Accounting

Dana Chiavoni 
Marketing

My Phuong Duong 
Accounting

Benjamin Frumkin 
Accounting

Ethan Jones 
Kinesiology

Eric McCarthy 
Accounting

Anna G. Shank 
Marketing

Daney L. Stevens 
Political Science

Marjorie Uelmen 
Human Development and Family Studies

Fabian I. Vantassell 
Criminal Justice, Sociology

Emma Weller 
American Studies

Magna Cum Laude

Daniel D. Cosey 
Criminal Justice

Kalyka R. Dietz 
Psychology

Ahsan Jawed 
Kinesiology

Gabriel W. Marx 
Computer Science

Sana Mehmood 
Psychology

Lori E. Rementer 
Accounting

Emmaline M. Stevens 
Biology

Jonathan R. Walborn 
Psychology

Ashley Weihbrecht 
Finance
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National Honor Societies
Members of  nationally-recognized honor  

societies, who achieved their membership as a 
Penn State Harrisburg student, are permitted to 
wear ornamentation during the ceremony in the 
form of  cords and/or pins.

Penn State Harrisburg currently has eleven 
honor societies that award honor cords for 
service or leadership:

Alpha Lambda Omicron (political  
science, government, international and 
public affairs), which awards a double cord 
of  red and white;

Alpha Phi Sigma (Criminal Justice), which 
awards a blue and gold braided cord;

Beta Gamma Sigma (Business), which 
awards a royal blue and gold braided cord 
with the Beta Gamma Sigma key on one 
tassel;

Chi Alpha Sigma (excellence in academics 
and athletics), which awards a double cord  
of  gold and black;

Kappa Delta Pi (Education), which awards  
a purple cord;

Mu Kappa Tau (Marketing), which awards  
a double cord of  navy blue;

Omicron Sigma Sigma (homeland  
security, intelligence, emergency  
management and protective security), which 
awards cords of  blue and gold;

Phi Kappa Phi (excellence in all academic 
disciplines) which awards a gold satin stole, 
braided navy and gold cords, and a medallion.

Pi Alpha Alpha (Master of  Public  
Administration and Undergraduate Public 
Policy), which awards a blue and gold braided 
cord;

Psi Chi (Psychology), which awards a pin 
and platinum and blue cord;

Sigma Tau Delta (English), which awards 
red and black cords;

Upsilon Phi Delta (Health  
Administration), which awards a double cord 
of  royal blue and red; and 

Upsilon Pi Epsilon (computer science, 
cybersecurity analytics and operations, 
human-centered design and development, 
information systems, information sciences 
and technology, and security and risk  
analysis), which awards a double braided  
cord of  maroon and white.

Military Honor Cords
All graduating students who are military veterans, 
currently serving on active duty, in the reserve, 
or National Guard, or who will be granted a 
commission obtained through Penn State Reserve 
Officers Training Corps (ROTC) receive a red, 
white and blue cord to wear with approved  
academic dress at commencement ceremonies.

Fall 2024

School of  Behavioral Sciences  
and Education

Student:	 Allison Ishler, B. El.Ed.  
	 Elementary Education 
Faculty:	 Mary Napoli, Ph.D. and  
	 Daniel Lidstone, Ph.D.
David L. Williamson IV, Ph.D. and 
School of  Business Administration

Student:	 Willow Marsh, B.S. Marketing
Faculty:	 Siddharth Bhatt, Ph.D. and  
	 Joseph Oberto, M.S.I.S.
David L. Williamson IV, Ph.D. and 
School of  Humanities

Student:	 Elise Heilman, B.S. Communication  
	 Sciences and Disorders 
Faculty:	 Tara McCarty, Ph.D. and  
	 Paul Evitts, Ph.D.

School of  Public Affairs

Student:	 Erin Merced, B.S. Health Policy  
	 and Administration
Faculty:	 Sujeong Park, Ph.D. and  
	 Chris J. Dolan, Ph.D.
David L. Williamson IV, Ph.D. and 
School of  Science, Engineering, 
and Technology

Student:	 Chunyu Lu, B.S. Mathematical  
	 Sciences  
Faculty:	 Ronald Walker, Ph.D. and  
	 Dariush Khezrimotlagh, Ph.D.
David L. Williamson IV, Ph.D. and 
J. Jeffrey and Ann Marie Fox  
Graduate School

Student:	 Victoria Williams, Ph.D.  
	 Public Administration  
Faculty:	 Daniel Mallinson, Ph.D. and  
	 Younhee Kim, Ph.D.

Marshals for the Academic Schools
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Penn State Harrisburg Candidates for Associate, Baccalaureate, and Graduate Degrees

 CANDIDATES FOR  
 ASSOCIATE AND  
 BACCALAUREATE  
 DEGREES

SCHOOL OF BEHAVIORAL  
SCIENCES AND EDUCATION
BACHELOR OF ELEMENTARY  
EDUCATION
 Major in Elementary Education
Chandler R. Heiple*
Allison T. Hoch-Weiss*
Allison Ishler

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
 Major in Biobehavioral Health
Hamidah Saleh

 Major in Human Development and 
Family Studies
Saran Cisse
Matthew C. Knoster*
Marjorie Uelmen

 Major in Kinesiology  
Nevaeh M. Acosta
Ryan E. Barthlow*
Julian A. Belardo
Jamie L. Borza
Christopher Haynes
Ahsan Jawed*
Ethan Jones
James A. Manns
Max Mesaros
Juan A. Otero*
Stephanie R. Reider*
Lauryn Six*

  Major in Psychology
Marwa A. Ahmed*
Hannah P. Ailshire*
Shannon L. Bennett
Jonah A. Bower
Kalyka R. Dietz
Lauren Halbruner 
Hunter N. Johns

Mikayla Kilts*
Sana Mehmood
Sydney Scott
Xiaoju Tong  
Gisselle Vidal Cabrera 
Jonathan R. Walborn
Michelle A. Yeboah

 Major in Sociology
Ryan B. Handerhan*
Khadeejha A. Peerzada

 SCHOOL OF BUSINESS  
 ADMINISTRATION
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
  Major in Accounting
Jeffrey Alloway
Nelly C. Anez*
Ethan L. Assayag*
Katsiaryna Bakun
Noah P. Barnes
Casey T. Behrendt
Victoria L. Beideman
Michael D. Best
Benjamin C. Bierman
Lucero E. Blauser*
Darian Q. Brown
Carolee K. Burchell
Leonard M. Burchell
Jiarong Chen*
Perla E. Cortes*
Heather N. Debilzen
My Phuong Duong
Jimmy S. Estrada
Edwin Ferreras
Benjamin Frumkin*
Nestly I. George
Ellyn M. Gomulka
Christopher M. Gordon Jr.
Cameron B. Green
Marnela Joy T. Guevara
Jonathan N. Hamel
Rachel M. Haskins
Deana Hastreiter*
Matthew T. Hendel*
Keith T. Hendricks
Corey R. Hill*
Madisen Jeffery*
Isaiah Joiner
Kole J. Kuharic
Eric McCarthy
Anthony McGuire
Jacob S. McKay
Patricia Miller
Lindsay N. Mitchell*
Meia V. Mitchell

Taylor A. Mitchell
Jennifer Murunga
Karina Naik
Bruno Oliveira
David M. Otteson
Matthew J. Pemberton
Jonathan D. Pflugfelder
Lori E. Rementer*
Naria A. Rey Alvarez
Natasha Rojas
Samantha J. Shaffer
Laura A. Sunay*
Noah J. Turk*
Emily N. Weber*
Candace N. White*

 Major in Cybersecurity Analytics  
and Operations 
Zachary R. Alleman
Logan J. Cavalier*
Brandon M. Cingle
Robert Cruz
Keshab Dangal
Joseph Desjadon*
Sarah P. Ket
Milan Neupane*
Aditya H. Sonawane
Kyle Weaver

 Major in Finance
Tyr Abendschoen
Caleb Cannon
Yernur N. Latipbay
Boyang Liu
Ryan P. McCauley
Omar I. Morales
Dhruvi Shah
   Concurrent Degree: B.S. Accounting
Todd Uziel*
Jin Wang
Ashley Weihbrecht

 Major in Human-Centered Design 
and Development 
Comlan G. Acolitse
Isaac Alcantara Alvarez
Ethan L. Wauls

 Major in Information Sciences and 
Technology
Sara S. Abdelqader*
Kamga Djuidje Bervely
John M. Cabarcas*
Elizabeth Y. Morvey
Brandon X. Schutte
Cameron Wetzel

Page 10 
CANDIDATES FOR ASSOCIATE AND  
BACCALAUREATE DEGREES 
Page 13 
CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATE DEGREES 

*Completed degree requirements Summer 2023
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 Major in Management
Drew T. Bechtold*
Shaphan E. Callahan-Longus
Emma R. Einarson
Zachary Faust*
Pradip Nepal*
Gabrielle M. Theros
Justin Vincent*

 Major in Marketing
Patricia Alies
Jazlyn Arevalo
Taylor M. Barcus
Dana Chiavoni*
Emilia M. Cloppenburg*
Anelyse K. Croft
   Concurrent Degree: B.S. Human  
   Capital Management
Sayge A. Diamond  
Guerick C. Delcham
Omar Elnajjar
Elise Everett
Joyce Gittens*
Kobe Harris
Jennifer K. Hebert
Jonathan Hess*
Quinn Holdridge
Jennifer L. Hudman
Kyle R. Hummel
Dylan Ingemi*
Samantha M. Kaufman
Joseph R. Klock*
Deanna M. Klunk*
Chi Hou Lok
Abigail A. MacMullen
Willow A. Marsh
Kylie McCrory
Emiliano Morales Hernandez*
Isaac E. Murphy
Madelyn A. Neuhard*
   Concurrent Degree: B.S. Management
Brendan W. Perry*
Anna G. Shank*
Amir J. White*

 Major in Project and Supply  
Chain Management
Jocelyn N. Black*
Justin D. Grothe*

 Major in Security and Risk Analysis
Anh N. Nguyen

 SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES
BACHELOR OF ARTS
 Major in American Studies
Emma Weller*

 Major in Communications 
Natalie K. Avila*
Giulia Einhorn
Tairyn L. Lockhart
Tristan M. Parvin
Elizabeth Savard
Jacob Stamper
Caleb R. Steindel
Emily S. Ubiera Piccirillo*

BACHELOR OF HUMANITIES
 Major in English 
Regan Englehart
Emelia M. Heisey
Laura Krapf
Louie A. Mitchell
Stephen Vanesko

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
 Major in Communication Sciences 
and Disorders
Hannah B. Hardy
Elise R. Heilman

 SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE
  Major in Criminal Justice  
Joseph F. Laffey III
Kelvin A. LoBlack II
Abdussalom O. Muhiddinov*
Francisco L. Perez*
Maria H. Pryde*
Jessie D. Romanchick
Matthew M. Wonder

BACHELOR OF ARTS
 Major in Political Science
Erick B. Alcantara Reinoso
Hannah Blum*
Krish R. Patel
Daney L. Stevens*
Sarah V. Teran*
Nicholas M. Ziegler

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
 Major in Criminal Justice
Elise M. Ayers
Latifah S. Basley

Jarrett M. Bowman*
Nigel D. Carl
Shemar Chalmers*
Samantha J. Champey
Marlena Chislow
Thomas S. Cline
Daniel D. Cosey*
Olivia A. Dacey
Alyssa B. Deimling*
Alec Elia
Emily F. Emeigh
Kayleigh Ferderbar
Sierra L. Goulding*
Matthew A. Grant
Leah M. Gray*
Gurleen K. Grewal*
Nivardo Gutierrez*
Skylar K. Hackney
Bryson Hightower*
Jonathan T. Huynh
Amanda R. Jones
Michael C. Kantor
Madison M. Krenc*
Abby L. Kwiatkowski
Ainsley Llivichuzhca
Jessica A. Lowe*
Taylor N. Miller
Adriana R. Montalbine*
Emily K. Moore
Elena M. O'Connor-Rua
Garrett Osborne
Travis E. Ott*
Davin A. Price
Alia L. Puffenberger
Ella M. Reed
Kathleen H. Richardson
Oscar M. Rivera*
Priscila I. Rivera
Morgan M. Robinson
Joanellys Rodriguez
Keys K. Rodriguez Ibanez
Jessica N. Rosenberg
Tracy A. Russell
Dallas M. Sanchez*
Yesevel K. Sanchez
Erica M. Shimp
Sean P. Snowden
Cheyenne C. Sovaebeattie
Sade Todd
Alexis M. Tuccinardi
Fabian I. Vantassell
   Concurrent Degree: B.S. Sociology
Nicholas J. Vodzak
Eli B. Washabaugh*
Emma M. Wenrick

*Completed degree requirements Summer 2023



 Major in Health Policy  
and Administration
Eitan M. Bronner*
MaKayla L. McDonald
Erin Merced

 Major in Public Policy
Nathaniel Beittel

 SCHOOL OF SCIENCE,  
 ENGINEERING, AND  
 TECHNOLOGY
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
 Major in Biology
Amatul M. Ahmad
Evan R. Attivo
Valentina Benitez Soto
Logan D. Cook
Victoria M. Daley
Vipsa D. Dodiya
Steven R. Fisher
Alizasha M. Fludd Jackson
Sumikchhya Gurung
Steven F. Hemphill
Carolyn N. Kuate
Bhoomi K. Patel
Emmaline M. Stevens

 Major in Civil Engineering
Marwan M. Al Siyabi
Sun M. Bae
Amelia M. Jose-Pletcher*
Jacob Lambie
Matthew G. Murin
Marci A. Poli
Fatou Secka
Share Zai Shanu
Nicholas Walker
Nadia Washington
Matthew A. Wood

 Major in Computer Science
Hammad Ahmad
Alan J. Baxley
Joshua K. Carson*
Vy Dinh
Maliha S. Doria*
Brendan M. Gaffney Jr.
Jagger D. Gilleland
Matteo B. Ginder
Richard S. Lomax
Quazi L. Maliha
Affin R. Malik
Rohan Y. Mankame
Dylan Martin
Gabriel W. Marx*
Bryce K. McLeod
Andrew Miller
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Joshua Miranda*
Caleb N. Nhkum
Tyler M. Page
Shiza Qureshi*
Ethan M. Stoner
Michael W. Wenger

 Major in Electrical Engineering
Bryan E. Horton*
Oluwaseyi Ijiyemi
Melanie Veliz*

 Major in Electrical Engineering  
Technology
Gabryel G. Bento
Chase R. Brown
Habib Gebara
Hannah E. Kline
Logan Leslie
Christopher J. Singer

 Major in Integrative Science
Cameron Anderson
Fady N. Fahmy*
Emily T. Valverde*

 Major in Mathematical Sciences
John Comis
Kuber O. Dey
Chunyu Lu
Maxwell S. Snyder

 Major in Mechanical Engineering
Zachary D. Bruder
Rory J. Donnelly
Cale M. Ellinger
Myles T. Hunter
Kyle A. Leinberger
Griffen M. Martello
James McCrea*
Sameerah Mohammed*
Alec Morea*
Morgan Oriolo*
Keyur H. Patel
Jose Roberto Renteria Aguilera
Aaron T. Sarosky
Colton J. Taleff*
Michael W. Valentine
Tao Wen

 Major in Mechanical Engineering 
Technology
Salmaan Bhimji
Garrett A. Clark
Ethan R. Dorsey
Joseph L. LaRose
Tyler W. Madairy
William R. McDanolds
John Miller
Jacob E. Stone

 COLLEGE OF INFORMATION 
 SCIENCES AND TECHNOLOGY, 
 UNIVERSITY PARK
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
 Major in Cybersecurity Analytics  
and Operations
Mark Ayad

 INTERCOLLEGE PROGRAMS, 
 UNIVERSITY PARK
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
 Major in Business
Jacob R. Goddard

 COLLEGE OF THE LIBERAL 
 ARTS, UNIVERSITY PARK
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
 Major in Psychology
Samantha M. Palmer

 ROSS AND CAROL NESE  
 COLLEGE OF NURSING,  
 UNIVERSITY PARK
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN NURSING
 Major in Nursing
Katherine Alvarez
Lynne N. Brewer
Jadon M. Carr
Joshua W. Dougher
Emily M. Drabick
Jasmin Duran
Emily N. Flexman
Layci-Jayde C. Gandia
Haley Hand
Virginia Johnson
Theo Kesler
Phallon A. Kilduff
Piper E. Kobus
Miranda R. Lilly
Sanjeeta Mahat
Rafiela M. Martes Lopez
Maxwell E. Martinez
Kelly N. McAllister
Monica R. Meekins
Nathaniel J. Miller
Sydney W. Mok
Shelby A. Odell
Steven D. Parks

*Completed degree requirements Summer 2023



PENN STATE HARRISBURG | 2024 FALL COMMENCEMENT   13*Completed degree requirements Summer 2023

Desiree C. Ritter
Manisha Roy
Kamryn A. Schaeffer
Savanna M. Smith
Tara L. Stanley
Ryan Thal
Amanda C. Thoryk
Catherine M. Washko
Kayla M. Youch
Jackie Zou

 UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, 
 UNIVERSITY PARK
BACHELOR OF ARTS
 Major in Criminal Justice
Rhiannon Barkus

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
 Major in Biobehavioral Health
Suzan Abu Junb

 CANDIDATES FOR  
 MASTER'S DEGREES

 SCHOOL OF BEHAVIORAL  
 SCIENCES AND EDUCATION
MASTER OF ARTS
 Major in Applied Behavior Analysis
Harmony F. Ayala
Harley M. Ditzler*
Alexandra J. Gillen
Marleigh J. Heavel
Jonathan R. Lyon*

 Major in Applied Clinical Psychology
Dana K. Awlia*
Zachary A. Babb
Trevor A. Basham*
Gabriela R. Bevacqua-Collins*
Roshnee Burma*
Cole A. Cavanaugh*
Paul M. Christopher Jr.
Carissa D. Daigle*
Hetvi R. Desai*
Meenal Dutta-Roy
Shwetha V. Gottumukkala*  
Mia Megan Foo Hui Kai*
Nicole E. Harris*
Alexander T. Hazuda
Yutian Jiang*
Maggie L. Lawrence*
Ashley M. McFaul*
Nathaniel P. Price*
Marcella Puglia*
Bobur Rakhmatullaev*

Alyssa Ricke*
Nicole K. Riley*
Shayla L. Rivera*
Zaine A. Roberts*
Sage M. Ruszkowski*
Sanskriti Shrivastava*
Varsha Srikrishnan*
Saanya Verdia*

MASTER OF EDUCATION
 Major in Literacy Education
Rebecca A. Walseman*

 Major in Teaching and Curriculum
Marissa A. Butts*
Stephanie K. Eyler*
Cara A. Garner*
Navdeep K. Ghuman*
Chelsea L. Moyer*
Emily L. Railing*
Erin R. Richard*
Mara K. Tate*

 SCHOOL OF BUSINESS  
 ADMINISTRATION
MASTER OF BUSINESS  
ADMINISTRATION
 Major in Business Administration
Alexander R. Albrecht*
Jacob Buckley*
Anthony C. Calamia
Nicholas J. Cortes*
Jenna B. Cuff
Hisila DC
Daniel L. Dutcavich*
Kamar S. Guthrie
Justin D. Henson*
Jorden I. Hoffman*
Berkay Ilhan
Julian A. Laverde*
Shawn C. McCourt
Ajdin Mekic
Artem Nichik
Kristen M. Rice*
James W. Souders*
Hannah M. Weeden

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL  
ACCOUNTING
 Major in Accounting 
Maura E. Campbell
Sophia de Groen*
Madison L. Duncan*
Dan Kahn*
John A. Kelly
Samantha L. Martino
Jared M. Scanlon

Taylor N. Shamberger
Ana A. Shinn
Samantha Wojciechowski

MASTER OF SCIENCE
 Major in Information Systems
Arthi Anbalagan
Geethika Naraveni
Harsha Vardhan Reddy Palleti
Sheetal Patangay*
Varshith Ponnam

 SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES
MASTER OF ARTS
 Major in American Studies
Zane Garthee
Thomas Morrow*

 Major in Communications
Allyson M. Laird

 SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
MASTER OF ARTS
 Major in Criminal Justice
Mackenzie Bingaman
Allyson E. Mullen
Mateo Rendon

MASTER OF HEALTH  
ADMINISTRATION
 Major in Health Administration
Sean P. Irwin
Kimberly E. Klima
Rahanuma Nabi

MASTER OF PUBLIC  
ADMINISTRATION
 Major in Public Administration
Jason B. Azan*
Sophia A. Bollinger*
Jennifer M. Brown
Kyle I. Carey*
Ju Devore
Stephen E. Donnelly
Erin M. Dotson
Smith Florial
Emily Ann B. Kavanagh
Carla M. Land*
Gabriele Leonhard
Casey K. McMillan*
Matthew M. Meagher
Jessica Petrie
Stephen E. Plyler
Robert V. Raffaele
Ashley N. Thomas
Huili Yu
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 SCHOOL OF SCIENCE, 
 ENGINEERING, AND  
 TECHNOLOGY
MASTER OF ENGINEERING 
MANAGEMENT
 Major in Engineering Management
Waqas Ahmed
Nelson D. Lobo
Sumeet Mekala
Abhilasha Mishra
Yashwanth Sai Tatineni
Guvvala Varun

MASTER OF SCIENCE
 Major in Civil Engineering 
Michael A. Aches
Warren Gaughen
Catherine M. Suria*

 Major in Computer Science
Neha Khatriya
Pavani Kolasani
Alex Z. Li
Sai Madhur Mallampalli
Jordan T. Shaffer
Siddharth Sharma*
Andrew Smith
Venkata Sai Ashish Yallapragada

 Major in Electrical Engineering
Dabis Camero*

 Major in Mechanical Engineering 
Alvaro Cortez*
Jonathan R. Dsa
Mohamed A. Mohamed
Shreeniket Mansingrao Pawar
Joshua R. Smay*
Joshua M. VanName*

 COLLEGE OF  
 AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES, 
 UNIVERSITY PARK
MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL 
STUDIES
 Major in Ecosystem Management 
and Administration
Ruth B. Chambers

 CANDIDATES FOR  
 DOCTORAL DEGREES

 SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

 Major in American Studies 
Earl T. Crown
Dissertation title: Gideon’s Gators: Progressive  
Politics and Student Activism at the University 
of  Florida, 1947-1949

Dissertation adviser: Dr. Charles Kupfer 

Nathaniel O. Davis* 
Dissertation title: Beyond Youth Sports: Family Values 
in the Young Adult Fiction of  Matt Christopher, 
1954-1997

Dissertation adviser: Dr. John Haddad

 SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

 Major in Public Administration
Yan Hao* 
Dissertation title: Central and Local Government 
Fiscal Behavior Under Fiscal Federalism – A  
Theoretical Analysis with Empirical Evidence

Dissertation adviser: Dr. Odd Stalebrink

Gunah Kim*
Dissertation title: Social Determinants of  Immigrant’s 
Health: Immigrant Health Paradox, State Policy 
Contexts, and Access to Care

Dissertation adviser: Dr. Younhee Kim

Eli J. Levine 
Dissertation title: Workforce Development Systems in 
US States: Analyses of  Literature, Laws, and  
Inclusion for Performance

Dissertation adviser: Dr. Goktug Morcol

Aravind Menon
Dissertation title: Understanding Vaccine  
Development and Emergency Use Authorizations 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Mixed  
–Methods Approach

Dissertation adviser: Dr. Goktug Morcol

Andrew B. Morrow
Dissertation title: An Examination of   
Cybersecurity Assessment Frameworks from a 
U.S. County Perspective

Dissertation adviser: Dr. Daniel Mallinson

Victoria Williams
Dissertation title: Understanding the Effects of  a New 
Approach: Evaluating a Behavioral Health Service at 
a Central Pennsylvanian Elementary School

Dissertation adviser: Dr. Daniel Mallinson

PLEASE NOTE: This document was produced 
on December 18, 2024 as an unofficial list of  
students who indicated their intent to graduate 
this semester for purposes of  the ceremony. 
Students who submitted their intent after this 
date are not listed. Official graduation is conferred 
for students when successful completion of  all 
degree requirements is recorded.

The University is committed to equal access to programs, facili-
ties, admission, and employment for all persons.  It is the policy 
of the University to maintain an environment free of harassment 
and free of discrimination against any person because of age, 
race, color, ancestry, national origin, religion, creed, service in the 
uniformed services (as defined in state and federal law), veteran 
status, sex, sexual orientation, marital or family status, pregnancy, 
pregnancy-related conditions, physical or mental disability, gender, 
perceived gender, gender identity, genetic information or political 
ideas.  Discriminatory conduct and harassment, as well as sexual 
misconduct and relationship violence, violates the dignity of 
individuals, impedes the realization of the University’s educational 
mission, and will not be tolerated. Direct all inquiries regarding 
the nondiscrimination policy to the Affirmative Action Office, The 
Pennsylvania State University, 328 Boucke Building, University 
Park, PA 16802-5901, Email: aao@psu.edu, Tel 814-863-0471. 
UBR HBG 24-

*Completed degree requirements Summer 2023

 DONALD P. BELLISARIO 
 COLLEGE OF  
 COMMUNICATIONS,  
 UNIVERSITY PARK
MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL 
STUDIES
 Major in Strategic Communications
Christopher J. Weaver

 INTERCOLLEGE PROGRAMS, 
 UNIVERSITY PARK
MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
 Major in Business Administration
Manuel Isherwood II
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