THE CAPITAL OF C
Local connector firm donates$i500 0
to Penn State Hamsburg engmeermg prog am
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. One student with cerebral
palsy created a hand-opes-
ated manual clutch so he
could drive without using
his legs. Others created
an icing sensor and warn-
ing system for aircraft,
a system that translates
vocal speech to Braille,
and an electric-powered
motorcycle.

These are examples of
the capstone projects each
Penn State Harrisburg engi-
neering student must com-
plete hefore graduation,
developed by seemingly
limitless imaginations but
only limited funds - until
now.

TE Connectivity, a tech
products company that spe-
cializes in electrical con-
ductors and has a location

. on Fulling Mill Road in
‘Liower Swatara Township,
has donated $500,000 to
Penn State Harrisburg to
create the TE Connectivity
Capstone Design Endow-
mertt and Lecture Series in
Connector Design.

The gift, which was pre-
sented to Penn State Har-
risburg during a ceremony
on Thursday, Aug. 8, will

help students complete.
projects they previously
" would not otherwise have: -
"had the funds to under- : i

© take, said' Omid Ansary,
senior associate dean for
academic affairs and for-

- mer ditéctor of Penn State

. Harrisburg’s School:of

Science, Engineeting, and :

Technolog,y

“They can tackle much
larger projects,” Ansary
' said. “This is going to re-
ally help them financially
to do things they couldn’t
" do before.”

' Not that the tech boom

. north of Middletown needs..
much encouragement.. In®
fact, according to Ansary,

the area is world-famous
as the “capital of connec-
tors,” the small but critical

" units found in everything

from cell. phones to alarm
: 'clocks

Tom Lynch Ieft CEO of TE Connectivity, acceépts
state Capitol replica from Penn State Harrisburg Chancell
The gift was given as a token. of: apprec;atlon for a 50 '
Connectivity on Thursday, Aug 8. : s

Ever since AMP Connec—
tors, later known as Tyco
International and now TE

Connectivity’s CTO and
vice po:Sldent Product

non_nc deveiqpmen
region,” Ansary sd
“are really kind of inter

“hected with them in:doing
._'coliaboranons at varmus

levels.”
Penn State chnsbmg

has grown up with the re-
gion’s exploding connec="

tors industry, creating wh
Ansary says isa nationall
recognized engineeri
school. And Ehat s w

. generation of engmeel

“The capstone pr()]é

cally and practzcaliy, Sald L

Mark Brubaker, an engineer -
.Tor TE Connectivity and
Connectivity, first built ifs. ..
Middletown-area location, ...
.connectivity companies. ..
have swarmed to the area,..

said David Rupnik; TE..

“fundamentally” theé same’
as the capstone project, and.

Eee :wor_k sklils andsstrong work '

a former, Penn State Har-. 'pr
rishuirg. student The work_ _spective
he: does now, he said,’is. " “Stu

tie frequently relies on the ™
problem-solving and team==

k2

he classroom, it’s v
ic: It’s not real




