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CURRICULUM VITAE 
PHILIP KAVANAUGH 
 

Penn State Harrisburg, School of Public Affairs 
777 W. Harrisburg Pike, Middletown PA 17057 
 

 

732-209-1083    |    prk114@psu.edu 

 
EDUCATION  
 

2010  PhD  University of Delaware, Sociology 
2006  MA    University of Delaware, Sociology 
2002  BS Pennsylvania State University, Psychology 

 
POSITIONS 
 

2018-    : Associate Professor of Criminal Justice, Penn State Harrisburg 
- Sabbatical leave, academic year 2019-20 
- Affiliated faculty, Addictions and Recovery minor, 2022- 
- Affiliated faculty, American Studies, 2023- 

 
2012-2018 Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice, Penn State Harrisburg 
  
2009-2012  Assistant Professor of Sociology, Shepherd University  

 
AREAS 
 

Drugs and drug policy, Deviance and social control, Cultural criminology, Critical 
criminology, Critical public health, Social theory, Qualitative methods 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
Journal articles  [* denotes student co-author] 
 

McLean K and Kavanaugh PR (2022) “I’m not a good drug dealer:” Styles of buprenorphine 
diversion in a multisite qualitative study. Substance Use & Misuse 57(3): 452-460. 
 
Kavanaugh PR (2022) Narcan as biomedical panic: The war on overdose and the harms of 
harm reduction. Theoretical Criminology 26(1): 132-152. 
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Kavanaugh PR and Schally JL (2022) The neoliberal governance of heroin and opioid users 
in Philadelphia city. Crime, Media, Culture 18(1): 126-144.   
 
Kavanaugh PR and McLean K (2020) Motivations for diverted buprenorphine use in a 
multisite qualitative study. Journal of Drug Issues 50(4): 550-565. 
 
Kavanaugh PR and Maratea RJ (2020) Digital ethnography in an age of information warfare. 
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 49(1): 3-26. 
 
McLean K and Kavanaugh PR (2019) “They’re making it so hard for people to get help:” 
Motivations for non-prescribed buprenorphine use in a time of treatment expansion. 
International Journal of Drug Policy 71: 118-124.  
 

[Media coverage: A Whelan (2020) This addiction treatment medicine is sold 
on the streets- and may be preventing overdoses. The Philadelphia Inquirer, 
Feb. 3] 

 
Kavanaugh PR and Biggers Z* (2019) Competing constructions of bath salts use and risk of 
harm in two mediated contexts. Crime, Media, Culture 15(2): 217-237. 
 
Colon KM*, Kavanaugh PR, Hummer D and Ahlin EM (2018) The impact of race and extra-
legal factors in charging defendants with serious sexual assault. Journal of Ethnicity in 
Criminal Justice 16(2): 99-116. 
 
Kavanaugh PR and Anderson TL (2017) Neoliberal governance and the homogenization of 
substance use and risk in night-time leisure scenes. British Journal of Criminology 57(2): 483-
501. 
 
Anderson TL and Kavanaugh PR (2017) Women’s evolving roles in drug trafficking in the 
U.S.: New conceptualizations needed for twenty-first century markets. Contemporary Drug 
Problems 44(4): 339-355. 
 
Kavanaugh PR and Maratea RJ (2016) Identity, resistance, and moderation in an online 
community of zoosexuals. Sexualities 19(1): 3-24. 
 
Douds AS, Ahlin EM, Kavanaugh PR and Olaghere A (2016) Decayed prospects: A qualitative 
study of prison dental care and its impact on former prisoners. Criminal Justice Review 41(1): 
21-40. 
 
Kavanaugh PR (2015) Pathways on the sexual violence continuum: A lifestyles theory of 
victimization in urban nightlife. Journal of Crime & Justice 38(4): 454-472. 
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Lee J and Kavanaugh PR (2015) Discipline, shaming, and antisocial attitude in Philadelphia 
middle schools. Sociological Spectrum 35(6): 504-517. 
 
Kavanaugh PR (2015) The social organization of masculine violence in night-time leisure 
scenes. Criminal Justice Studies 28(3): 239-256. 
 
Anderson TL,  Scott BL  and  Kavanaugh PR (2014) Race, inequality, and the medicalization 
of drug addiction: An analysis of documentary films. Journal of Substance Use 20(5): 319-332. 
 
Kavanaugh PR (2013) The continuum of sexual violence: Women’s accounts of victimization 
in urban nightlife. Feminist Criminology 8(1): 20-39. 
 
Maratea RJ and Kavanaugh PR (2012) Deviant identity in online contexts: New directives in 
the study of a classic concept. Sociology Compass 6(2): 102-112. 
 
Kavanaugh PR and Anderson TL (2009) Managing physical and sexual assault risk in urban 
nightlife. Deviant Behavior 30(6): 680-713. 
 
Anderson TL, Kavanaugh PR, Rapp L and Daly K (2009) Variations in clubbers’ substance use 
by individual- and scene-level factors. Adicciones 21(4): 289-308. 
 
Kavanaugh PR and Anderson TL (2008) Solidarity and drug use in the electronic dance music 
scene. The Sociological Quarterly 49(1): 181-208. 
  

[Reprinted in: (2011) JA Inciardi and K McElrath (eds) The American  
Drug Scene, 6th ed. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 334-355] 

 
Anderson TL and Kavanaugh PR (2007) A ‘rave’ review: Conceptual interests and analytic 
shifts in research on rave culture. Sociology Compass 1(2): 499-519. 
 
Book chapters 
 

Maratea RJ, Kavanaugh PR and Tofoya J* (2018) Zoosexual identity talk and the disciplining 
of discourse. In Brown SE and Sefiha O (eds) Routledge Handbook on Deviance. New York: 
Routledge, pp. 282-292. 

 
Anderson TL and Kavanaugh PR (2014) Biomedicalization of drug addiction and the 
reproduction of inequality. In Anderson TL (ed) Deviance: Classical and Contemporary 
Perspectives. New York: Routledge, pp. 544-553. 
 
Kavanaugh PR and Maratea RJ (2014) [A]Moral panics and risk in contemporary drug and 
viral pandemic claims. In Anderson TL (ed) Deviance: Classical and Contemporary Perspectives. 
New York: Routledge, pp. 378-387. 
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Anderson TL and Kavanaugh PR (2009) Theft and shoplifting. In Miller JM (ed) 21st Century 
Criminology: A Reference Handbook, vol. 2. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, pp. 541-548. 
 
Book reviews  
 

Kavanaugh PR (2019) Review of ‘Punishing Disease: HIV and the Criminalization of Sickness’ 
by Trevor Hoppe, 2018. American Journal of Sociology 124(6): 1894-1896. 
 
Kavanaugh PR (2015) Review of ‘Deviance and Risk on Holiday: An Ethnography of British 
Tourists in Ibiza’ by Daniel Briggs, 2013. Contemporary Sociology 44(4): 489-491. 

 
IN PROGRESS 
 

First responder perceptions of opioid overdose reversals with naloxone (with Kariem 
Morssy*). Under review at Health & Justice 
 
Recreational cannabis and [re]criminalization in the ‘Emerald Triangle.’ Submitted to 
Sociological Inquiry special issue on cannabis policy at the twilight of drug prohibition 
 
Cannabis industry workers’ perceptions of California’s recreational cannabis economy. In 
prep for submission to Sociological Forum 

 
COURSES TAUGHT 
 

Undergrad Criminology (residential, honors, online); Drugs and Drug Policy; Intro to CJ 
(residential and online); Intro to Sociology; Juvenile Delinquency; Juvenile 
Justice System (online); Research Methods (online); Social Problems; Social 
Stratification 

 
Grad  Advanced Criminological Theory; Qualitative Research Methods  

 
PRESENTATIONS [since 2014] 
 

Nov 2019  McLean K and Kavanaugh PR. Motivations for buprenorphine diversion and 
misuse in Pennsylvania: An intrastate comparison. Paper presented at the annual 
meeting of the American Society of Criminology, San Francisco CA. 

 
Nov 2018 Kavanaugh PR. First responder perceptions of opioid overdose reversals with 

naloxone. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of 
Criminology, Atlanta GA.  
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Feb 2018 Kavanaugh PR and Raymond MK*. Initiatives and outcomes in opioid and heroin 
overdose in Lancaster County, PA. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, New Orleans LA. 

 
Aug 2017 Kavanaugh PR. Differential construction of “designer drug” scares: Mass media, 

social media, and bath salts use. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
Society for the Study of Social Problems, Montreal QC.  

 
Mar 2017 Kavanaugh PR. Competing constructions of bath salts use and risk of harm in two 

mediated contexts. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Academy of 
Criminal Justice Sciences, Kansas City MO.  

 
Oct 2016 Kavanaugh PR. Tensions in the production of interdisciplinary scholarship in a 

disciplined academy. Paper presented at the Interdisciplinary Perspectives at 
Work Colloquium, Penn State Harrisburg, Middletown PA (Invited). 

 
Mar 2016 Kavanaugh PR. Moderation, sanction, and censor: Notes on the production of 

culturally privileged accounts. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
Eastern Sociological Society, Boston MA. 

 
Mar 2015 Kavanaugh PR. The homogenization of substance use and risk in two nighttime 

leisure scenes. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Academy of 
Criminal Justice Sciences, Orlando FL. 

 
Dec 2014 Kavanaugh PR. Identity, resistance, and moderation in an online community of 

zoosexuals. Paper presented at the Department of Sociology & Anthropology, 
Lehigh University, Bethlehem PA (Invited). 

 
Aug 2014 Kavanaugh PR. The social organization of violent masculinities in nighttime 

leisure scenes. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Society for the 
Study of Social Problems, San Francisco CA. 

 
June 2014 Anderson TL and Kavanaugh PR. Racialized representations in the 

medicalization of drug addiction: An analysis of documentary films. Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the Northeastern Association of Criminal 
Justice Sciences, Bristol RI. 

 
Feb 2014 Anderson TL and Kavanaugh PR. Inequality and the medicalization of drug 

addiction. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Eastern Sociological 
Society, Baltimore MD.  
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MANUSCRIPT REVIEWER 
 

Adicciones, Australian & New Zealand Journal of Criminology, Big Data & Society, Crime Media 
Culture, Criminal Justice Studies, Deviant Behavior, Drugs: Education, Prevention & Policy, 
European Journal of Criminology, Feminist Criminology, Gender & Society, Harm Reduction 
Journal, Health & Justice, International Journal of Drug Policy, International Journal of Offender 
Therapy & Comparative Criminology, Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, Journal of Criminal 
Justice Education, Journal of Drug Issues, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, Journal of Studies on 
Alcohol & Drugs, Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment, Rowman & Littlefield, Sex Roles, 
Sexualities, Social Problems, Social Science Research, Sociological Focus, Sociology Compass, 
Substance Use & Misuse, Violence & Victims, Violence Against Women  

 
OTHER SERVICE 
Disciplinary  
 

2018-20 Member: Constitution and By-laws Committee 
  Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences 
 
2017-18  Member: Committee on Committees 
  Society for the Study of Social Problems 
 
2017-18  Member: Arlene Kaplan Daniels Paper Committee 
  Society for the Study of Social Problems 
 
2017-18 Annual Meeting Mentor 
  Society for the Study of Social Problems  
 
2017  Co-Session Organizer: Intersectional Identities and Drug Use Panel 
  Society for the Study of Social Problems 
 
College/University 
 

2023-   Member: International, Intercultural, and Diversity Affairs Committee 
  Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2018-19  Member: Teaching and Learning Development Committee 
  Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2017-19  Member: Honors Advisory Council 
  Penn State Harrisburg 
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2017-19 Member: Honors Advisory Council 
  Pennsylvania State University, Schreyer Honors College 
 
2017-18 Member: Excellence in Teaching Award Committee 
  Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2016-17  Member: Seed Grant Review Committee 
  Penn State Harrisburg  
 
2016-19 Member: CRIMJ Transfer Course Evaluation Committee 
  Pennsylvania State University, Harrisburg campus member 
 
2014-17 Member: Capital College Faculty Senate 

Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2013-15 Member: Information Systems & Technology Committee 

Penn State Harrisburg 
 
Program/School 
 

2020-21 Member: School of Public Affairs P&T Committee 
  Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2018-19 Member: PADMIN PhD Program Review Committee 
  Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2018-19  Member: OCEF Grant Committee 
  Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2017-18 Member: HADMIN Search Committee  
  Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2017-18  Chair: School of Public Affairs Website Committee 
  Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2017-18  Member: Teaching and Research Sharing Committee 
  Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2016-19 Member: CRIMJ Program Assessment Committee 
  Penn State Harrisburg 
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2016  Faculty co-supervisor: CRIMJ Study Abroad (London) 
  Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2015  Member: PADMIN Program Staff Search Committee 
  Penn State Harrisburg  
 
2014-15 Member: CRIMJ Program Assessment Committee 

Penn State Harrisburg  
 
2014-15 Chair: CRIMJ FT1 Faculty Search Committee 

Penn State Harrisburg 
 

2013-  Advisor: CRIMJ Undergraduate and graduate students 
  Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2012-16 Member: MACJ Ad hoc Comprehensive Exam Committee 

Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2012-   Chair and member: various MACJ Thesis Committees 
  Penn State Harrisburg 
 
2012-  Member: MACJ Graduate Program Admissions Committee 

Penn State Harrisburg 
 

2012-13 Member: CRIMJ TT Faculty Search Committee 
Penn State Harrisburg  

 
2012-13 Member: CRIMJ TT Faculty Search Committee 

Penn State Harrisburg 
 

2012-13 Member: CRIMJ FT1 Faculty Search Committee 
Penn State Harrisburg 

 
AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 

2008-09 Graduate research fellowship, awarded by the National Institute of Justice: one 
of three nationally competitive awards given annually to provide support to 
doctoral students undertaking dissertation research  

 
2008 Summer fellowship, awarded by the University of Delaware’s Department of 

Sociology & Criminal Justice: the Department Graduate Committee awards 
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one fellowship annually to a continuing graduate student showing excellent 
performance in the program  

 
2006 Best graduate student paper, awarded by the Society for the Study of Social 

Problem’s Drinking and Drugs division: for best paper written by a graduate 
student during the 2005-2006 academic year 

 
AFFILIATIONS 
 

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences 
American Society of Criminology 
Society for the Study of Social Problems 


