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Education

2016 – PhD in Folklore (PhD Minor in Mythology), Indiana University.
2008 – Master of Arts in Liberal Studies, Concentration in Cultural Studies. Dartmouth College.
2005 – Bachelor of Arts, English, St. Mary’s College of Maryland.


Academic Positions

Current: Associate Professor of American Studies and Folklore, Penn State Harrisburg.

2023-2024: Visiting assistant professor, Seijo University, Tokyo. 



Alt-Ac Positions

Digital Pedagogy and Scholarship Specialist, Bucknell University, November 2017-June 2018.

Postdoctoral Fellow in Digital Scholarship, Bucknell University. 
November 2016-November 2017.



PUBLICATIONS

Manuscripts in Progress

Tolbert, J. A. Horror Folkloresque. Monograph for submission to Critical Conversations in Horror Studies series, ed. Dawn Keetley, Lehigh University Press.


Books

Tolbert, Jeffrey A. & Michael Dylan Foster (eds.). (2024). Möbius Media: Popular Culture, Folklore, and the Folkloresque. Logan, UT: Utah State University Press.  ISBN/ISSN: 978-1-64642-601-0 https://upcolorado.com/utah-state-university-press/item/6566-moebius-media. 
Foster, M. D., & Tolbert, Jeffrey A. (eds.). (2016). The Folkloresque: Reframing Folklore in a Popular Culture World. (274 pp). Logan, UT: Utah State University Press. ISBN/ISSN: 9781607324171 
Journal Articles

Tolbert, J. A., & Gramigna, R. (2024). “Res Ipsa: Ostension in Semiotics and Folkloristics.” Semiotic Review(11). 

Tolbert, J. A., & Keetley, D. (2023). “Folk Horror: An Introduction.” Horror Studies 14 (Folk Horror special issue), 159-172. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1386/host_00067_2.

Phillips, W., & Tolbert, J. A. (2023). “The Things We Already Know and the Things We’re Set Up Not to See: Folkloristics, COVID-19, and the Traps of Amplification.” Journal of Folklore Research 60 (1), 77-98.

Tolbert, J. A. (2022). “Of Forts and Fairies.” Semiotic Review 8.  https://www.semioticreview.com/ojs/index.php/sr/article/view/72/133

Tolbert, J. A., & Johnson, E. D.M. (2019). “Digital Folkloristics: Text, Ethnography, and Interdisciplinarity.” Western Folklore 78(4), 327-356.  

Tolbert, J. A., & Rupert, B. (2019). “Local Cosmologies.” Semiotic Review(8), 15.  www.semioticreview.com/ojs/index.php/sr/article/view/40/89. 

Stevens, V., & Tolbert, J. A. (2019). “Beyond Metaphorical Spectrality: For New Paranormal Geographies.” New Directions in Folklore 16(1), 27-57.  scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/ndif/article/view/26726

Tolbert, J. A. (2015). “On Folklore’s Appeal: A Personal Essay.” New Directions in Folklore, 93-113.  


Book Chapters

Tolbert, J. A. (2024). “The Value of Recursion.” In Jeffrey A. Tolbert and Michael Dylan Foster (Eds.), Möbius Media: Popular Culture, Folklore, and the Folkloresque, 3-35. Logan, UT: Utah State UP. 
Tolbert, J. A. (2023). “The Frightening Folk: An Introduction to the Folkloresque in Horror.” In Dawn Keetley and Ruth Heholt (Eds.), Folk Horror: New Global Pathways, 25-42. UK: University of Wales Press. ISBN/ISSN: 9781786839794 https://www.uwp.co.uk/book/folk-horror/?fbclid=IwAR091MoSl7bzzZUFOymXXw3xkOMXE3G94zo0fH7SkJq-MXyTdPEmAeh9r8M.
Tolbert, J. A. (2023). “How to Make (and Possibly Un-Make) a Digital Monster.” In Ilana Gershon and Yasmine Musharbash (Eds.), Living with Monsters: Ethnographic Fiction about Real Monsters, 175-200. Punctum Books. ISBN/ISSN: 978-1-68571-082-8. 
Holl-Jensen, C., & Tolbert, J. A. (2016). “‘New-Minted from the Brothers Grimm’: Folklore's Purpose and the Folkloresque in The Tales of Beedle the Bard.” In Michael Dylan Foster and Jeffrey A. Tolbert (Eds.), The Folkloresque: Reframing Folklore in a Popular Culture World, 163-172. Logan, UT: Utah State University Press. ISBN/ISSN: 9781607324171 
Tolbert, J. A. (2016). “A Deadly Discipline: Folklore, Folklorists, and the Occult in Fatal Frame.” In Michael Dylan Foster and Jeffrey A. Tolbert (Eds.), The Folkloresque: Reframing Folklore in a Popular Culture World, 125-143. Logan, UT: Utah State University Press. ISBN/ISSN: 9781607324171 

Other Publications

Tolbert, Jeffrey A. (2024). “The Folkloresque in Brief.” Gendai Shiso, May 2024. Translated by Ryuhei Hirota.
Tolbert, Jeffrey A. & Ian Brodie. (2019). “Ostension.” In Paul Atkinson, Sara Delamont, Alexandru Cernat, Joseph W. Sakshaug, and Richard A. Williams (Eds.), SAGE Research Methods Foundations. SAGE. ISBN/ISSN: 10.4135/9781526421036797093 methods.sagepub.com/Foundations/ostension

Reprints

Tolbert, J. A. (2018). “‘Dark and Wicked Things’: Slender Man, the Folkloresque, and the Implications of Belief.” In Trevor Blank and Lynne McNeill (Eds.), Slender Man Is Coming: Creepypasta and Contemporary Legends on the Internet. (pp. 91-112). Logan, UT: Utah State UP.  
Tolbert, J. A. (2018). “‘The Sort of Story That Has You Covering Your Mirrors’: The Case of Slender Man.” In Trevor Blank and Lynne McNeill (Eds.), Slender Man Is Coming: Creepypasta and Contemporary Legends on the Internet. (pp. 25-50). Logan, UT: Utah State UP.  

Book Reviews
Spiritualism in Nineteenth-Century New Orleans: The Life and Times of Henry Louis Rey, by Melissa Daggett. [2017. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi.] Journal of Folklore Research Reviews. Review published on April 19th, 2019.
The Supernatural Revamped: From Timeworn Legends to Twenty-First-Century Chic. Ed. Barbara Brodman and James E. Doan. [2016. Lanham, MD: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press and Rowman & Littlefield.] Journal of American Folklore, vol. 131, issue 519 (Winter 2018): 101-103.
Humble Theory: Folklore’s Grasp on Social Life, by Dorothy Noyes. [2016. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.] Journal of Folklore Research Reviews. Review published on June 21st, 2018.
Putting the Supernatural in Its Place: Folklore, the Hypermodern, and the Ethereal, edited by Jeannie Banks Thomas. [2015. Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press.] Western Folklore. Review published on April 1st, 2017.
Hittin’ the Prayer Bones: Materiality of Spirit in the Pentecostal South, by Anderson Blanton. [2015. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press.] Journal of Folklore Research Reviews. Review published on January 27th, 2016.
Bright Star of the West: Joe Heaney, Irish Song Man, by Sean Williams and Lillis Ó Laoire. [2011. Oxford: Oxford University Press.] Journal of Folklore Research Reviews. Review published on September 28th, 2011. https://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/jfrr/article/view/2994/2870 
Oral and Print Cultures in Ireland, 1600–1900, ed. Marc Caball and Andrew Carpenter. [2010. Dublin: Four Courts Press.] Journal of Folklore Research Reviews. Review published on June 16th, 2011. http://www.indiana.edu/~jofr/review.php?id=1144 
Merlin: Knowledge and Power through the Ages, by Stephen Knight. [2009. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.] Journal of Folklore Research Reviews. Review published on September 15th, 2010. http://www.indiana.edu/~jofr/review.php?id=1111. 
War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam, by Mai Lan Gustaffson. [2009. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.] Journal of Folklore Research Reviews. Review published on May 5th, 2010. http://www.indiana.edu/~jofr/review.php?id=954.

Haunted Halls: Ghostlore of American College Campuses, by Elizabeth Tucker. Folklore Forum, Indiana University. [2007. Jackson, MS: University Press of Mississippi.] Review published on April 12, 2010. http://folkloreforum.net/2010/04/12/elizabeth-tucker-haunted-halls-ghostlore-of-american-college-campuses/.


Conferences, Presentations, Invited Talks

2025 – Keynote address, “The Specter of the Folk: Candyman and the Problems of Genre.” Dark Economies Scholarly Association conference – Haunted Modernities. Cornwall, UK. July 16.

[bookmark: _Hlk145252697]2024 – “The Value of Recursion.” Annual meeting of the American Folklore Society. Albuquerque, NM. November 7.
2024 – “From Gothic to Folk Horror: Transference, Trans-temporality, and Recursion.” Biannual Conference of the International Gothic Association. Dublin, Ireland. August 1.
2024 – “Horror Stories and Popular Representations of Folklore Studies,” Invited Public Lecture - Seijo University Institute of Folklore Studies, Seijo University Institute of Folklore Studies, Seijo University, Tokyo, Japan. January 18.
2024 – Tolbert, J. A. “The Problem of Folk Horror,” The Last Tuesday Society, The Viktor Wynd Museum, Online (Zoom), January 4. https://www.thelasttuesdaysociety.org/event/the-problem-of-folk-horror-jeff-tolbert/. 
2022 – “‘An Air of Respectability’: Horror, the Gothic, and the Ethnographic Gaze” Paper presented at the International Gothic Association biannual conference, Trinity College Dublin, July.
2021 – Tolbert, J. A. "Vernacularity, Hybridity, and the Folkloresque in Hopeless, Maine," Northeast Popular Culture Association, Virtual. Regional. October 23rd.
2021 – “Slender Man and Belief in the Digital Age.” Invited lecture, University of Manitoba Institute for the Humanities, March 31st.
2021 – “The Folkloresque and the Horror that Endures.” Paper presented at the 2021 Modern Language Association Convention (remotely), January 9th.
2019 – “Horror Folkloresque.” Paper presented at the Folk Horror in the 21st Century conference, September 5th.
2018 – “Creepy Experiences: Vernacular Belief in the Contemporary World.” Invited lecture, Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster, PA, October 25th.
2018 – “Digital Ethnography and Inclusiveness in DS.” Paper presented at “Our (Digital) Humanity: Storytelling, Media Organizing, and Social Justice” conference, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA. April 20th-22nd.
2016 – “‘Dark and Wicked Things’: Slender Man and the Implications of Belief.” Paper presented (in absentia) at the annual meeting of the American Folklore Society, Miami, Florida, Friday, October 21st.
2016 – “Trends in American Folklore Study.” Invited lecture, Riron Minzoku-gakkai, Kwansei Gakuin University, Umeda Campus, Osaka, Japan. February 26th.
2015 – “Slender Man and the Implications of Belief.” Invited talk at symposium, “Slender Man is Coming: Internet Legend, Hoax and Attempted Murder.” Memorial University Newfoundland, Grenfell Campus. March 23rd. http://research.library.mun.ca/8417/ 
2014 – Panel chair: “The Folkloresque: Reframing Folklore in a Popular Culture World.” Annual meeting of the American Folklore Society, Santa Fe, NM, November 5.


Grants, Scholarships and Awards

2022 – PA Sea Grant for project, “Developing Resilience in Flash-Flood Prone Areas: 
Understanding the Interactions of Buried Streams and Shallow Groundwater and ofthe Human Toll.” Co-researcher. PI: Dr. Shirley Clark, Penn State Harrisburg.

[bookmark: _Hlk145252289]2014 – American Folklore Society Student Travel Stipend for annual meeting.

2013-2014 – Henry Glassie Award for Exemplary Skills as an Associate Instructor. Dept. of Folklore and Ethnomusicology, Indiana University.

2012-2013 – Folklore Fellowship, Dept. of Folklore and Ethnomusicology, Indiana 
University.

2011 – International Enhancement Grant, Indiana University (language 
study—Modern Irish).

2011 – Konosuke Matsushita Memorial Foundation Research Grant for dissertation research in Ireland. 

2008 – Louise McNutt Fellowship, Indiana University. 

2007 – MALS Scholarship, Dartmouth College.


Other Training and Certification

[bookmark: _Hlk145252947]2017 – Digital Humanities Summer Institute. University of Victoria, Victoria, BC, Canada. June 12-16, 2017. Course: Extracting cultural networks from thematic collections.

Editorial, Committee, and Administrative Roles
	
[bookmark: _Hlk145252994]2023-present – Book reviews editor, Preternature journal

2018-2023 – Editor, New Errands, undergraduate journal of American Studies.

2018-2020 – President, Epsilon Kappa Alpha undergraduate honors society in American Studies. 


Interviews, Media Appearances, Etc.

Interview, Radio, MPR News with Angela Davis, Minnesota, USA. (October 31, 2022). 
Cobie, Nicole. “Inside the pancake and pony-filled internet folklore of Slender Man.” Wired UK. August 25th, 2018.  https://www.wired.co.uk/article/slender-man-movie-story-folklore. 
Cohn, Gabe. “How Slender Man became a Legend.” The New York Times. August 15th, 2018. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/15/movies/slender-man-timeline.html. (Interviewed by author.)
Ellis, Emma Grey. 2018. “Witches, Frog-Gods, and the Deepening Schism of Internet Religions.” Wired, April 3, 2018. https://www.wired.com/story/witchblr-kek-online-occultism/. 
Thompson, Zac. 2017. “Revisiting Creepypasta, the Social Horror Craze That Launched Slenderman.” Vice, January 22, 2017. https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/ezzxza/revisiting-creepypasta-the-social-horror-craze-that-launched-slenderman.
Parkinson, Justin. “The Origins of Slender Man.” BBC News. June 11th, 2014. http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-27776894.

[bookmark: _Hlk145252905]Courses Taught

Penn State Harrisburg
	Courses:
	HIST 203: History of Monsters, Aliens, and the Supernatural (Fall 2018 - Present).
AMST 140: Religion in American Life and Thought (Spring 2020)
	AMST 491: Digital Tools in the Humanities (Spring 2019).
	AMST 491: Religion and Belief in America (Fall 2020).
	AMST 530: Folklore and New Media (Fall 2018; Fall 2020).
AMST 540: Ethnography and Society (Fall 2019; Fall 2021).
AMST 541: Ethnography of Technology and Media in the US (Spring 2019; Spring 2020).

Seijo University, Tokyo, Japan.
	Course: 
American Folklore and Popular Culture. (1-year graduate seminar, Summer 2023-Spring 2024.)

Adjunct Instructor, Bucknell University.
January 2018-May 2018.
Course:
UNIV 200: Visual Literacy in the Digital Age. (Co-taught with Dr. Janice Mann, Art & Art History.)

Adjunct Instructor, Anthropology, University of Baltimore.
August 2014-June 2015.
Courses: 
ANTH 110: Cultural Anthropology (Fall 2014).
ANTH 115: Human Origins (Fall 2014-Spring 2015).

Adjunct Faculty, Anthropology Department, Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis.
January 2014- May 2014.
Courses:
F101: Introduction to Folklore.

Associate Instructor (TA), Indiana University Bloomington.
August 2009-May 2013.
Courses: 
F256: Folklore and the Supernatural (Spring 2013).
F101: Introduction to Folklore (Fall 2012).
F256: Folklore and the Supernatural (Fall 2011).
F101: Introduction to Folklore (Summer 2011).
F253: The Supernatural (Spring 2011).
F131: Introduction to Folklore in the United States (Fall 2009-Fall 2010).


Service to the University, Discipline, and Society


Search Committee - School of Humanities ASA position, Committee Member. (November 9, 2022 - March 23, 2023).
Hired ASA 3 position for HUM.

Search Committee for American Studies - Material Culture, Search Committee for American Studies - Material Culture, Committee Member. (March 29, 2022 - June 21, 2022).
Hiring AMST faculty member.
Hired new AMST faculty member w/material culture specialization.

Peer Observation Protocol Committee, Chairperson. (January 23, 2020 - September 2020).
Revised peer observation protocol for School T&P process.
Delivered revised T&P / FT1 peer observation protocols. Removed School Director as observer; indicated schedule for observations to account for committee formation.

Search Committee for American Studies and Gender Studies, Search Committee for American Studies and Gender Studies, Committee Member. (November 12, 2019 - May 15, 2020).
Hired new AMST faculty member w/gender studies specialization.

Humanities Awards Committee, Humanities Awards Committee, Committee Member. (February 2020).
Solicited nominations for student awards from colleagues in department. Reviewed student materials and voted on winners of contested awards categories.

Academic Integrity Committee, Academic Integrity Committee, Committee Member. (August 17, 2021 - May 2022).
Evaluate cases of alleged violations of academic integrity policy by PSH students.

Faculty Senate Classroom Design Subcommittee, Faculty Senate Classroom Design Subcommittee, Committee Member. (September 2019 - May 2021).
Aims to improve learning spaces through design, inclusion of new technologies, etc.

Adjunct Faculty Affairs and Engagement Subcommittee, Adjunct Faculty Affairs and Engagement Subcommittee, Committee Member. (September 2019 - February 2021).
Facilitated engagement and rewarding of adjunct faculty for outstanding teaching. Intended to respond to specific needs and incorporate adjuncts more fully into campus community.

Fall 2020 Instructional Design Options Team, Fall 2020 Instructional Design Options Team, Committee Member. (June 2020 - July 2020).
Discussed teaching options (e.g., classroom setup, hybrid teaching options) for Fall 2020.

Faculty Service Award Committee, Faculty Service Award Committee, Committee Member. (February 18, 2020 - February 25, 2020).
Evaluated nomination packets for four faculty members from across the college nominated for outstanding service contributions.
Reviewed materials and submitted short list of two faculty candidates to Senior Associate Dean for Academic Affairs.

Sustainable Printing Ad-hoc Subcommittee, Sustainable Printing Ad-hoc Subcommittee, Committee Member. (November 4, 2019 - 2019).
The committee is intended to find ways to reduce printing across campus while still supporting faculty and staff print needs, hardware support, etc.

Search committee, Center for Teaching Excellence, Committee Member. (September 2018 - December 2018).
Search committee for digital pedagogy specialist position in the Center for Teaching Excellence.
Filled position.

Graduate Council (Alternate), Graduate Council, Committee Member, Elected. (2024-2027).
Elected as Graduate Council alternate representative for 2024-2027.

University Faculty Senate, University Faculty Senate, Member, Elected. (2024-2026).

Search Committee - PHIL faculty position, Committee Member. (October 24, 2022 - May 2023).
Hired ​PHIL ​teaching faculty position.

Established Memorandum of Understanding between Penn State Harrisburg and Seijo University, Co-Organizer. (October 2024).


References

Paul Manning
Associate Professor of Anthropology, Trent University
+1 (705) 748-1011 x 7271
paulmanning@trentu.ca

Anthony Buccitelli
Associate Professor of American Studies and Communications, Penn State Harrisburg
abb20@psu.edu 
+1 (717) 948-6727

Shirley Clark
Professor of Environmental Engineering, Penn State Harrisburg
+1 (717) 948-6127
sec16@psu.edu 

5

